CALL  NO   MAN   HAPPY

highest esteem, wrote me: 'What a good book, if I may say so!...
A fair minded, fine minded, charitable and essentially healing
book ...' I take the liberty of quoting this one from among many
letters because later on an attempt was made, for unworthy reasons, to
distort the meaning of the book. General Gort's report a year later
should serve to prove both the exactitude and moderation of my
account.

Following this publication the Dutch Treat Club, an important
group of journalists and editors, asked me to come and talk to them
about the lessons of the war. Frank Crowninshield introduced me
and I gave a brief address that ended thus:

France, to-day, is stunned by the blow. But her soul has not
changed. How could France change? Do you believe that a
conqueror could deprive French men of their culture? How
could he do it; Even if he burnt all the books, the French
women, who know by heart the most beautiful texts of French
literature, would teach them to their children.0 Do you believe
that a conqueror can deprive our young men of their patriotism
and military virtues? No. We had been spoiled and softened
by victory. They shall be braced and hardened by disaster.
These young lieutenants of the Maginot Line, these young
pilots of the French Air Force, so brave, so keen, and who were
never given a chance to show their metde, you will see what a
generation they will build for France. You will see that the
old tree will, one day, blossom again.

Sometimes, in the cellar of a French chateau, one finds a French
masterpiece that the centuries have covered with dust and
smoke. It is so bkck that you can hardly tell what it represents.
But clean it, restore it, and you will discover soft, clear tones, a
witty smile, a lovely eighteenth century face. France, to me,
is such a masterpiece. At present we cannot very well see her.
She is covered with the smoke of bitterness and the dust of
misery. You do not understand what she does, why she does it.
Very often, I do not understand it myself. But I do not need
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